LUCK, FATE, OR DIVINE SYNERGY?
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Quick!  What do black cats, sidewalk cracks, and thirteen have in common?  For the superstitious, they are symbols of bad luck.  Today is Friday the Thirteenth.  If you believe in bad luck, prepare yourself!  March 13 and November 13 are also Fridays this year.  Do you live based on luck, fate, or divine synergy?

You may think, like the pickers and grinners on the 1980s TV show Hee Haw, “if I had no bad luck, I’d have no luck at all.  Gloom, despair, and agony on me.”  What if I told you Christians don’t really believe in luck?  Scripture does not support the popular notion that “stuff happens.”  Scripture teaches that God, people, and other beings capable of choice make things happen.  Paul said those in Christ are “predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will” (Ephesians 1:11).  Two verses later, he said we include ourselves in the blessings of Christ by hearing and believing the Gospel.  God’s Sovereignty and our free will are compatible and complementary, not mutually exclusive.

My favorite example of this in Old Testament Scripture involves Joseph.  His brothers hated him because their father favored him.  They sold him into slavery and he “wound up” prime minister of Egypt, second in command to the Pharaoh.  God gave Joseph wisdom that enabled Egypt to survive seven years of drought.  When he finally revealed his identity to his abusive brothers, he said:  “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives” (Genesis 50:20).  God is the Commandeer of our circumstances.  When we cooperate with him, he achieves positive results even in tragic, disastrous situations.

“Whatever Will Be, Will Be (Que Sera, Sera)” won the 1956 Academy Award for best original song, but it’s still not true!  Fate or fatalism is the false belief that we careen toward some prescribed destiny with absolutely no control over our future.  The future may not be “ours to see,” but to a critical degree we forge our future by faith.  Why pray “your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10) if whatever happens is inevitable?  This dreadful philosophy destroys initiative and ultimately produces hopelessness and despair.  Karma, or “what goes around comes around,” at least affirms “cause and effect” and thus does not totally free us from responsibility for our actions and decisions.

When Jesus encountered a man born blind, his disciples assumed it was punishment for sin.  Rather than karma, Jesus said:  “this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life” (John 9:3).  Today, individuals with severe disabilities like Joni Eareckson Tada and David Ring demonstrate that God’s grace and power are made perfect in weakness.  When Jesus learned that his friend Lazarus was sick, he did not call it bad luck or blind fate.  He said:  “This sickness will not end in death.  No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it” (John 11:4).  Lazarus was dead for four days, but you know the rest of the story!  Christ was glorified when he revealed himself as “the Resurrection and the Life” (John 11:25) by raising Lazarus from the dead.

Synergy comes from two Greek words and means “together power.”  The whole is more than the sum of the parts.  God’s power combined with our faith releases incredible energy!  We give our broken hearts and shattered dreams to God and he turns our sorrow into joy.  “God works all things together [synergy] for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose [Christlike Character]” (Romans 8:28).  Today is Friday the Thirteenth.  Laugh at luck, forget fate, and celebrate the Divine Synergy that weaves the tapestry of your life as a child of God!
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