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The Apostle Peter quoted the ancient Hebrew Prophet Joel and officially declared the Pentecost birthday of the church to be the start of “the last days” (Acts 2:17; Joel 2:28-29).  In his Olivet Discourse on events surrounding his return, the Lord referred to this entire current church age as “the times of the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24).  Jerusalem and the nation of Israel would be temporarily removed from center-stage.  Once “the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled,” Jerusalem will again be front and center and all eyes will be focused on the nation of Israel.  Sound familiar?


Peter also said:  “And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” (2 Peter 1:19).  Since the first century, mankind has lived in what Scripture calls “the last days.”  In this the twenty-first century, we are surely living in “the very last of the last days.”  How should this impact the way we live?  Would you make any lifestyle changes if you knew with absolute certainty when King Jesus will return to planet earth?


Peter declared that “the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men” (2 Peter 3:7).  In light of that fact he asked:  “Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?  You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming” (2 Peter 3:11-12a).


Allow me to suggest three distinctives that should characterize our lives in these last days.  Our attitude toward death should be decidedly different from that of non-Christians.  As Paul put it, we do not “grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope” (1 Thessalonians 4:13b).  Those without Christ face a hopeless end; those with Christ have endless hope!  Do Christians mourn the death of loved ones?  Of course!  Godly men buried the body of Stephen, the first Christian martyr, “and mourned deeply for him” (Acts 8:2).  Even Jesus wept at the tomb of his good friend Lazarus (John 11:35).  Then he raised him from the dead!  We know this One who said:  “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-26).  We can face death without fear because Christ has triumphed over it and we share his victory (Hebrews 2:14-15).  Many conclude that more Christians were martyred in the twentieth century than in the previous nineteen.  It will only get worse as Christ’s return approaches.  Life in the last days demands faith like the tribulation martyrs who “did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death” (Revelation 12:11).


Our attitude toward the return of Christ and the end of life as we now know it should be different from that of the worldly person living only for “the here and now.”  Peter instructed us to look forward to the day of God and speed its coming!  The Aramaic “password” of first century Christians was “Maranatha,” or “Come, O Lord!”  Paul said:  “Many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. . . . Their mind is on earthly things.  But our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who . . . will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body” (Philippians 3:18b-21).  This world in its present form is passing away, and cannot satisfy our deepest longings or provide us with any sense of permanence.  As we live in these last days, our hearts are homesick for the city with foundations, whose Architect and Builder is God!


A third distinctive is being prepared for the Lord’s return!  Paul said that unlike the non-Christian, “you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief” (1 Thessalonians 5:4).  As Christians, we know with absolute certainty that Christ is coming; only the exact timing of his return is uncertain.  The solution is to stay ready all the time!  “Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man” (Luke 21:36).  For the unprepared, who never expect the Lord’s return, it will be a “holy terror,” a terrible day of destruction and judgment.  For the prepared, who always expect the Lord’s return, it is their “blessed hope,” a joyous day of deliverance from earthly struggles into the personal presence of the Lord.  May we live “holy and godly lives” in these last days!
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