LIVE IN THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION!
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This Lord’s Day, Christians around the world celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead—the most powerful historic event since creation!  That weekend 1,977 years ago established the Gospel, “the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16).  Do you believe?  Most everyone knows how God’s Son died on a cross, was buried, and rose to life again.  Not everyone knows how to unite with Christ and participate personally in his triumphant resurrection.

Christian baptism reenacts his death, burial, and resurrection!  “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life” (Romans 6:4).  This is no legalistic religious ritual.  When we accept his sacrifice of atonement for ourselves as an individual, we become a new creation clothed with Christ.  “Buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead” (Colossians 2:12).  Our faith is not in baptism, but in God’s power.  The God who resurrected his crucified Son will certainly empower us to live a new life.  Past sins are washed away, our conscience is cleansed, and God’s own life-giving Spirit moves inside our body to lead us into a distinctly different future.

Paul brought together five explosive words to define what it means to live in the power of Christ’s resurrection:  “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know . . . his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which in exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead” (Ephesians 1:18-20a).  Power!  Work!  Might!  Strength!  Exertion!  Do those terms characterize your everyday personal life?  God’s Spirit within empowers us to be like Christ, to produce spiritual fruit, and to overcome temptation.  “[God] is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us” (Ephesians 3:20).  You cannot possibly imagine what God will use you to accomplish once you make yourself fully available to him!  You will soar with eagles, run like a cheetah, and maybe even walk farther than Arthur Blessitt.  It all begins with the spiritual disciplines of prayer, Scripture, fellowship with other Christians, and sharing your faith with unbelievers.

In the terrible times of these last days, much of the church displays form without power, religious ritual devoid of spiritual reality (2 Timothy 3:1-5).  Paul wrote:  “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection” (Philippians 3:10a).  Will you make that your passionate prayer?  The resurrection of Christ is more than past historical fact and our blessed hope for the future.  It is the reality of our present experience when we choose to live in the power of the resurrection!
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