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Eating black-eyed peas on New Year’s Day supposedly brings prosperity.  Here are four “Ps” that will definitely make you more productive.  If you plan to be faithful and fruitful as a Christian in 2012, try this recipe.


Reaffirm God’s Purpose!  Is God’s purpose for you crystal clear?  “God works everything together for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.  For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son” (Romans 8:28-29a).  Once you are born again and led by his Spirit, Christlike character is God’s ultimate goal for your life.  He even commandeers painful circumstances and uses them to produce Christlike maturity in us.  Character transformation is “the sanctifying work of the Spirit” (2 Corinthians 3:18; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2).  If you pursue some other purpose of your own, expect to be frustrated!  God “works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose” and “works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will” (Philippians 2:13; Ephesians 1:11b).


Establish Spiritual Priorities!  Losing weight and saving money are popular and worthwhile New Year’s resolutions.  But what is most important from an eternal perspective?  Notice the condition here:  “Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well” (3 John 1:2).  John clearly implied that spiritual well-being must precede physical health or material prosperity!  Are you distracted from spiritual disciplines like Scripture study and Christian fellowship by temporary pursuits such as making money or entertainment?  Jesus stated our top priority very precisely:  “Seek first God’s kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well” (Matthew 6:33).  Heavenly priorities make us useful here on earth!  Love God, love people, encourage other Christians, and share your faith.


Articulate Specific Plans!  Some people brag about not making New Year’s Resolutions because they have no intention to change.  They plan to do the same things in the same way, but somehow expect different results!  James wrote:  “You ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.’ . . . Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins” (James 4:15, 17).  John Trent keeps a can of SPAM in his office as a reminder to set Specific, Positive, Achievable, Measurable Goals.  Zig Ziglar encourages being intentional about your future and wrote that “Godly Objectives Assure Lasting Success.”  With your calendar and checkbook in hand, resolve to invest time, money, and energy in ways that honor God and advance God’s Kingdom.


Persevere Prayerfully!  Once you spell out goals for the New Year, keep them before the Lord in prayer.  “Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed” (Proverbs 16:3).  Peter, James, and Paul all three included perseverance in their lists of virtues.  You may not accomplish everything you plan, but refuse to give up!  “Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the LORD’s purpose that prevails” (Proverbs 19:21).  Who you become in the process is more important to your Creator than what you do.  Make sure your priorities align with Scripture, then schedule time for what is really important spiritually.  Pray fervently that “the Lord of the Harvest” enables you to faithfully use the grace-gifts he has given you to bear much fruit to his glory.  Paul had only one reason to remain here on earth:  “If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me” (Philippians 1:22a).  Faithful service is rewarded with open doors of opportunity for more service!  Is that your purpose and reason for living as you begin 2012?
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