INTERPRET THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES!

Dr. Don Ott, Christian Psychological Resources:  May 9, 2008
Jesus chided first century people for being able to predict the weather while being unable to discern future spiritual events:  “You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times” (Matthew 16:3b).  Apparently the apostles concluded that there are observable indicators, because they asked:  “What will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3b).  Christ made it clear that we cannot know the exact day or hour of his return, but described trends that will exist immediately beforehand.  Many of these developed during the twentieth century.  Can you interpret the signs of the times?  Consider five based on the acrostic T-I-M-E-S.

Technology Is Advanced.  The Lord told the Hebrew prophet Daniel that his book would remain a mystery until “the time of the end” when “many will go here and there to increase knowledge” (Daniel 12:4).  Do you believe it’s a coincidence that the twentieth century was characterized by advancements in transportation and information?  Alvin Toffler chronicled the changes in his classic Future Shock.  Mankind went from walking or riding horseback to cars, planes, and spacecraft.  Communication was enhanced by telephones, television, cell phones and now the internet.  Lasers, digital cameras, microwaves, satellites, ATMs, and GPS are examples of the technology explosion.


Israel Is Reborn.  Jesus compared the nation of Israel to a fig tree.  When trees sprout leaves in the springtime, we know summer is not far away.  God’s people Israel are the “time clock” of prophetic events.  They were scattered all over the world after Jerusalem was destroyed by Rome in 70 AD.  On May 14, 1948 the modern nation of Israel was reborn and on June 7, 1967 Jerusalem was reclaimed by Israel in the Six Day War.  Those events were unprecedented in human history!  No nation had ever risen again after twenty centuries of exile and dispersion, but Israel did.  Millions of Jews from around the world have returned to their homeland.  The ancient Hebrew language has been recovered.  Areas desolated by Moslem invaders have been reforested and Israel flourishes with fruits, vegetables, and flowers.  It was promised over and over in Old Testament Scripture (e.g., Amos 9:14-15, Isaiah 11:11-12), and the Lord confirmed it:  “They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations.  Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled” (Luke 21:24).  Christ stated that his return would happen within the lifetime of those who witnessed the rebirth of Israel (Luke 21:32), and May 2008 is the sixtieth anniversary.  


Mankind Is Depraved.  Civilizations decline in three stages as God gives them over to sexual immorality, homosexual perversion, and finally a depraved mind (Romans 1:24, 26, 28).  Modern culture is as it was in the days of Noah when “every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time” (Genesis 6:5).  Today’s major world “religions” seem to be narcissism—“lovers of themselves,” materialism—“lovers of money,” and hedonism—“lovers of pleasure” (2 Timothy 3:1-4).  A primetime TV drama on NBC last night ended with one man asking another man to “marry” him.  The two then embraced in a sickening, sign-of-the-times kiss.  Mankind’s depravity is further illustrated by the fact that 45.4 million Christians were martyred in the twentieth century, more than in the previous nineteen.  And like Hitler before him, Iran’s president Ahmadinijab openly advocates the extermination of Israel.


Earth Is Chaotic.  Even meteorologists remark about the “weird weather.”  Jesus said:  “There will be famines and earthquakes in various places.  All these are the beginning of birth pains” (Matthew 24:7b-8).  When people protest that there have “always” been earthquakes, tornadoes, and hurricanes, they forget something very significant about birth pains:  the frequency and intensity increase!  In Planet Earth—2000 AD, author Hal Lindsey cited an increase every decade from the 1940s to the 1990s in 6.0 earthquakes.  Hurricane Katrina on August 8, 2005 was the most expensive natural disaster in US history, and the tsunami that hit Thailand December 26, 2004 killed an estimated 230,000 people.  The tornado that struck Atkins on February 5, 2008 was tracked the farthest of any tornado in Arkansas since records have been kept.  Who knows yet if the disappearance of honeybees will impact agriculture and produce food shortages?  “The whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth” and “men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world” (Romans 8:22; Luke 21:26).


Spirituality Is Polarized.  Perhaps we should call it “extreme spirituality.”  Today we have everything from zealous Christian missionaries who risk their lives in hostile countries to sex-crazed cult leaders and Satan worshipers!  In successive verses, the Lord talked about false prophets and deception, widespread wickedness that causes most to lose their first love, and then in stark contrast the gospel being preached in the whole world to all nations (Matthew 24:10-14).  More cults and false religions with their divisive heresy were spawned in the twentieth century than at any previous time.  Numerous cult leaders brazenly claim to be the Messiah and people follow them!  False religions practice polygamy and pedophilia.  Others who masquerade as Christians spew hatred, racial bigotry, and “victim entitlement.”  Paul warned that near the end of the church age:  “Men will not put up with sound doctrine [but] will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears wants to hear.  They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths” (2 Timothy 4:3-4).  Apostasy sets the stage for the “Lawless One” or Antichrist to be revealed!  Once the church is removed from the earth to be with Christ, all restraint will be gone and the horrible Tribulation judgments of Revelation will begin (2 Thessalonians 2:1-10).


Technology, Israel, Mankind, Earth, Spirituality.  Sometimes people refer to Christ coming “like a thief in the night” but forget what Paul said to Christians:  “But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief” (1 Thessalonians 5:4).  Don’t be surprised . . . Interpret the signs of the times!
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