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“Ready or not,” 2011 arrives at midnight tonight!  If your plans for the New Year include international travel, here are four essentials:  passport, confirmed reservation, some knowledge of the language, and currency appropriate for your destination.  “Our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who . . . will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body” (Philippians 3:20, 21b).  You don’t have to be a Bible prophecy scholar to recognize “this world in its present form is passing away.”  Are you prepared for celestial travel to our heavenly home?  My New Year’s Challenge:  “STAY READY FOR HEAVEN IN 2011!”
ARE YOU SAVED?  As citizens of heaven, this world is not our home!  The night before Christ’s departure, he promised:  “In my Father's house are many rooms . . . I am going there to prepare a place for you. . . . I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am” (John 14:2-3).  Thomas insisted he did not know where Jesus was going, much less how to get there!  “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me’ ” (John 14:6).  If someone claims to be a Christian but defends religious pluralism, challenge their credibility!  ”Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).  For travel to heaven, you must be born again from above and possess a “passport” sealed with the blood of Christ.
ARE YOU SURE?  “Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves.  Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test?” (2 Corinthians 13:5).  We reexamine our assurance of salvation every Lord’s Day when we eat the bread and drink the cup of the Lord’s Supper.  By judging ourselves, we will not be condemned with the world (1 Corinthians 11:28-32).  “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life” (1 John 5:13).  Before he departed to be with Christ, Jerry Falwell often asked:  “Are you as sure for heaven as if you were already there?”  Is your reservation confirmed?
HAVE YOU LEARNED THE LANGUAGE?  People of every language will be in heaven, so what language will we speak?  "’No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him’—but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. . . . This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words” (1 Corinthians 2:9b-10a, 13).  Surely THE WORD OF GOD is the language of heaven!  How well do you speak it?  You may need a crash course in “Scripture for Dummies” before taking your heavenly flight.
HAVE YOU STORED UP TREASURES?  Some who believe the church will remain on earth during the Great Tribulation advise Christians to invest in gold and stockpile emergency food.  But God has not appointed the saved for wrath.  We should have a more long-term, spiritual investment strategy.  "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:19-21).  Your financial circumstances in heaven depend entirely on how you use worldly wealth now!  Spend with a sense of eternal priorities.
Some day soon, Jesus will appear in the clouds to keep his promise!  “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever” (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).  The word translated “caught up” is “harpadzo” in Greek or “rapturo” in Latin.  Are you “rapture ready”?  When Handel wrote the “Hallelujah Chorus” and Tolkien wrote “Return of the King,” they understood that the called, chosen, and faithful followers of Christ will reign with him on the earth.  Ready or not, here he comes with the armies of heaven following him!

Dr. Don Ott directs Christian Psychological Resources and preaches for River Valley Christian Church in London.
